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Introduction 


During  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1964,  a  survey  of  public  parking  facilities 
was  conducted  by  Redevelopment  Agency  staff  in  Terba  Buena  Center  and  the 
surrounding  area.    The  purpose  of  the  survey  was  to  identify  and  describe  the 
existing  supply  of  parking  in  terms  of  types  of  facilities,  number  of  spaces, 
and  range  of  rates.    In  order  to  insure  consistency  of  the  data  obtained  during 
the  survey,  a  single  field  surveyor  was  employed  to  gather  the  necessary 
information. 

The  field  survey  included  both  on- street  and  off-street  parking  facilities. 
However,  the  survey  was  limited  to  facilities  available  to  the  general  public 
and  thus  private  parking  facilities  reserved  for  the  exclusive  use  of  a 
particular  commercial  establishment  were  not  included.  * 

Summary  of  Survey  Information 

Number  and  Distribution  of  Facilities 

Considerable  variation  in  off-street  parking  facilities  can  be  found  within 
the    survey  area.    In  order  to  facilitate  the  summarization  of  survey  informa- 
tion, the  facilities  were  distributed  Into  three  categories  according  to  their 
predominant  use:  open  lots,  garages,  and  service  stations  with  parking. 

Figure  One  shows  the  location  and  general  size  of  the  three  types  of  facilities. 

It  is  obvious  that  open  parking  lots  are  the  most  common  type  of  facility  and 
tend  to  be  concentrated  in  the  section  of  the  survey  area  south  of  Market  Street. 
The  following  chart,  which  summarizes  the  information  in  Figure  One,  indicates 
the  distribution  of  the  various  types  of  facilities  in  the  three  sections  of  the 
survey  area. 

TOTAL  FACILITIES  TYPES  OF  FACILITIES 


Percent                                      Service  Stations 
Number    of  Total       Lots      Garages   With  Parking 


North  of  Market 

21 

19 

11 

10 

0 

South  of  Market  ** 

92 

81 

69 

13 

10 

[Yerba  Buena  Center] 

m 

(27] 

Hi 

00 

D] 

TOTALS 

113 

100 

80 

23 

10 

*   An  explanation  of  the  terminology  and  procedure 
used  in  this  survey  will  be  found  in  Appendix  A; 
the  survey  card  used  is  included  as  Appendix  B. 

**    The  South  of  Market  section  of  the  survey  area 
includes  Yerba  Buena  Center. 
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Of  all  the  facilities  surveyed,  lots,  including  those  in  service  stations, 
constitute  eighty  percent  of  the  total a    Of  these,  twelve  percent  are  north 
of  Market  Street  and  eighty- eight  percent  are  south  of  Market  Street 0    Of  the 
garage  facilities  in  the  survey  area,,  forty-three  percent  are  north  of  Market, 
fifty-seven  percent  are  south  of  Market; <> 

In  the  south  of  Market  section,  open  lots  are  the  predominating  facility  and 
compose  eighty-six  percent  of  surveyed  facilities j  garages  constitute  the 
remaining  fourteen  percent „    The  proportion  of  lots  to  garages  in  the  north 
of  Market  section  is  less  than  in  the  south  of  Market  section  although  they 
still  predominate,  constituting  fifty-two  percent  of  the  facilities  in  the 
section,    Yerba  Buena  Center  contains  fifteen  percent  of  the  garages  and  thirty- 
seven  percent  of  the  lots  in  the  south  of  Market  section  of  the  survey  areae 

Number  and  Distribution  of  Spaces 

Having  noted  the  distribution  of  types  of  facilities  throughout  the  survey  area, 
it  is  interesting  to  consider  the  distribution  of  parking  spaces »  Further, 
although  the  spaces  in  off-street  facilities  constitute  the  bulk  of  those 
available  in  the  survey  areas  it  is  worthwhile  to  note  the  general  availability 
of  on~street  spaces  and  their  relation  to  total  spaces c 

Figure  Two  shows  the  total  and  the  on-street  parking  spaces  available  in  each 
block  of  the  survey  area0 


The  following  chart  summarizes  the  information  in 


are  Two  and  relates,  by 


sections  of  the  survey  are&9  total  spaces,  on-street  spaces,  and  spaces  avail- 
able by  each  of  the  three  types  of  facility 0 


TOTAL  SPACES 


OFF-STREET 


OH-STREET 


Number 

P 
of 

North  of  Market 

6,718 

South  of  Market 

13,377 

(lerba  Buena  Centerj 

[3,243 

TOTALS 

20,095 

33 
67 

QJ3 

100 


Service  Stations 
Lots_  Garages  1,  With  Parking 


753 
6758 
[2313 

7511 


3608 
9357 


0 

253 
253 


216 
2758 

2974 


Of  the  total  spaces  available  only  fifteen  percent  are  in  on-street  parkingj 
seven  percent  of  these  are  In  the  north  of  Market  section.?  the  balance  are  in  the 
south  of  Market  section c 


The  north  of  Market  section  of  the  survey  area  contains  thirty-eight  percent  of 
the  off-street  parking  spaces c    Spaces  in  garages  constitute  eighty-eight  percent 
of  all  off-street  spaces  aval] able  north  of  Market 0 


The  remaining  sixty-two  percent  of  the  off-street  spaces  in  the  survey  area  are 
located  south  of  Market0    Of  these,  sixty-six  percent  are  located  in  lots*  The 
remaining  thirty-four  percent  of  off-street  spaces  south  of  Market  are  in 
garages. 
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Number,  Distribution  and  Characteristics  of  Off-street  Parking 


Another  important  consideration  regarding  off-street  parking  spaces  is  the 
distribution  of  daily  and  monthly  spaces  and  rates. 

Figure  Three  indicates  the  total  off-street  spaces,  the  number  of  these 
available  on  a  daily  or  monthly  basis,  and  the  average  daily  rate  per  space 
for  each  block. 

Similar  information,  summarizing  the  information  in  Figure  Three  by  sections 
of  the  survey  area  is  contained  in  the  following  charts 


TOTAL  SPACES  USE  AVERAGE  DAILY  RATE  PER  SPACE 


Number 

%  of 
Total 

Daily' 

Monthly 

$.21 

$.51 
.80 

$.81 
1.10 

$1.11 
I.40 

$1.41 
1.70 

Over 
$1.70 

North 

of 

Market 

6,502 

38 

5,496 

1,006 

0 

0 

905 

188 

2331 

3078 

South 

of 

Market 

10,619 

62 

8,297 

2,322 

2621 

1758 

1677 

3792 

606 

165 

(Yerba 

Buena  Center 

!  §/  70l 

E3 

g,062| 

E25J 

i°3 

(493 

[0] 

TOTALS 

17,121 

100 

13,793 

3,328 

2621 

1758 

2582 

3980 

2937 

3243 

Of  the  total  off-street  spaces,  eighty  percent  are  devoted  to  daily  parking  use. 


Of  the  off-street  spaces  available  in  the  north  of  Market  Street  section,  eighty- 
five  percent  are  used  by  daily  parkers  and  fifteen  percent  by  monthly  parkers. 
In  the  south  of  Market  Street  section  the  proportion  of  spaces  used  by  daily  and 
monthly  parkers  is  seventy-eight  percent  and  twenty-two  percent  respectively. 

Yerba  Buena  Center  contains  fifteen  percent  and  nineteen  percent  of  the  total 
daily  and  monthly  spaces,  respectively,  available  in  the  survey  area. 

To  a  high  degree  location  determines  the  nature  of  parking  facilities,  the 
number  of  spaces  available,  and  the  rate  structure  which  each  facility  can 
support.    In  addition  to  location,  the  availability  of  cleared  land  suitable 
for  parking  purposes  is  a  significant  factor. 

Space  for  parking  facilities  in  the  area  north  of  Market  Street  is  much  more 
limited  than  in  the  area  south  of  Market  Street.    The  advantages  of  location 
in  the  north  of  Market  Street  area  are  reflected  in  higher  land  values  which, 
in  turn,  require  a  high  intensity  of  development  thus  making  open  parking 
uneconomic  except  as  an  interim  use.    Here  high-rise  garages  are  found  in  a 
greater  frequency  than  in  the  south  of  Market  Street  section  of  the  survey  area. 

Rates  in  the  north  of  Market  section  are  significantly  higher  than  in  the  south 
of  Market  section  due  to  higher  land  costs,  proximity  to  shopping,  business  and 
financial  centers,  and  to  limitations  of  space.,    Hourly  rates  range  from  $.50 
to  $1.00;  daily  rates  may  reach  $2.00;  and  the  monthly  fee  averages  about 
$30.00.    The  overall  average  daily  rate  per  space  is  $1.64-    North  of  Market 
parking  facilities  cater  to  shoppers,  hotel  guests,  and  visitors  to  the 
financial  center  and,  as  such,  the  emphasis  is  on  short  term  parking  with  a 
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concomitant  high  turnover  rate*    A  considerable  number  of  spaces,  however, 
are  also  available  to  the  commuter  at  higher  rates » 

The  south  of  Market  Street  section  of  the  survey  area  shows  a  wider-  range 
of  land  use  and  value  than  the  north  of  Market  Street  section ,    Some  large 
businesses,  hotels,  department  stores,  and  many  small  businesses,  light 
industrial  facilities  and  residences  are  to  be  found  in  the  area.  Many- 
large  lots  cover  land  which  has  been  cleared  of  physically  unsound  or 
economically  unproductive  structures  and  is  being  held  for  future  higher 
and  better  useso 

The  southernmost  part  of  the  area,  especially  under  the  freeways,  contains 
many  of  the  ticket  lots  found  in  the  survey  area0    Here  no  hourly  parking 
is  to  be  found.    The  emphasis  is  strictly  on  the  daily  and  monthly  parking 
needs  of  the  commuter.    Rates  range  from  $.25  to  $«75  a  day,  and  from  $6.00 
to  $15.00  a  montho    As  one  approaches  Market  Street  ticket  lots  are  still 
in  evidence  although  garages  and  attendant  lots  become  more  frequent «  These 
facilities  cater  to  shoppers,  although  monthly  spaces  are  available  for 
commuters.    Rates  in  this  area  are  as  fallows s    hourly  $.15  to  $,50,  daily 
$.75  to  $1.25,  and  monthly  $15.00  to  $25.00.    The  overall  average  daily  rate 
per  space  in  the  south  of  Market  Street  section  is  about  $*94<> 

An  exception  in  i he  south  of  Market  Street  section  is  the  blocks  immediately 
surrounding  the  Sheraton-Palace  Hotel,,  where  garages  and  lots  have  rates 
resembling  those  in  facilities  north  of  Market  Streets, 

The  Yerba  Buena  Center  Area,  located  in  the  center  of  the  south  of  Market 
Street  section,  reflects  the  wide  range  of  land  utilization  mentioned 
previously.    Rates  increase  as  one  moves  from  the  southerly  to  the  northerly 
boundary.    Several  Yerba  Buena  Center  blocks  have  been  largely  cleared  of 
structures,  accounting  for  the  great  land  area  utilized  for  parking  facilities. 
Rates  in  the  Project  Area  range  from  $o20  to  $1„4-G  -  the  majority  having  a 
rate  range  of  $.51  to  $.80*    The  overall  average  daily  rate  per  space  for 
Yerba  Buena  Center  is  estimated  to  be  $084  per  space. 
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APPENDIX  A 


EXPLANATION  OF  TERMINOLOGY  AMD  PROCEDURE 


Off-Street  Parking 
1.    Type  of  Facility 

A.  Lot 

B.  Garage 

C.  Service  stations  with  parking*  (those  facilities  where  parking  is  a 


subordinate  use  to  the  service  station  were  included  in  this  category). 
Although  some  facilities  offered  service  station  benefits,  such  as  gas 
and  maintenance,  they  were  used  primarily  for  parking. 


2.    Type  of  Operation 

A.  Ticket  facilities  were  those  where  there  is  no  attendant  and  where  a 
ticket  is  received  by  inserting  money  in  a  machine. 

B.  Self -park  facilities  were  those  where  there  is  an  attendant  but  where 
the  vehicle  is  parked  by  the  driver. 

C.  Attendant  facilities  were  those  where  there  is  an  attendant  and  where 
the  vehicle  is  parked  by  an  attendant. 


All  visible  rates  were  noted  and,  where  necessary,  inquiries  made  to  obtain 
further  information. 

On-Street  Parking 

1.  Those  spaces  on  block-faces  and  interior  streets  designated  for  parking  use 
between  7*00  AM  and  6s00  PM  by  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  were 
counted. 

2.  Categories  for  ten  types  of  on-street  parking  were  developed  and  the  number 
of  spaces  available  in  each  category  counted.    The  categories  were: 


3. 


Rates 


A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 


10  minute  parking 
40  minute  parking  unmet ered 
40  minute  parking  metered 
1  hour  parking  unmetered 

1  hour  parking  metered 

2  hour  parking  unmetered 
2  hour  parking  metered 
tow-away  zone  7  AM  to  9  AM 
tow-away  zone  4  PM  to  6  PM 
unlimited  * 


*    This  term  was  not  included  on  the  original 
Public  Parking  Survey  card. 


Average  Daily  Rate  Per  Space 


The  daily  rates  for  each  facility  were  determined  on  the  basis  of  the  maximum 
daily  rate  for  a  twelve  hour  day.    Where  both  a  twelve  hour  and  a  twenty-four 
hour  maximum  rate  were  shown,  the  former  was  used;  where  only  the  latter 
appeared  it  was  used.    When  a  monthly  rate  appeared  it  was  divided  by  twenty 
(the  number  of  working  days  per  month)  to  give  an  estimated  daily  rate.  Where 
only  hourly  rates  were  shown,  the  maximum  daily  rate  was  determined  on  the 
basis  of  a  twelve  hour  day. 

The  number  of  spaces  in  each  facility  (daily  or  monthly)  were  multiplied  by 
their  respective  estimated  maximum  daily  rates.  These  figures  were  totaled 
for  the  block  and  divided  by  the  total  spaces  in  the  block  to  determine  the 
average  daily  rate  per  space  for  each  block  in  the  survey  area. 


APPENDIX  B 
PUBLIC  PARKING  SURVEY  CARD 


Block                   Facility  # 

Date  Time 

OFF-STREET  PARKING 

Iype:      /    7    lot            /    7  garage 

Operation:      /    /   ticket        /  /    self -park 

/    /  attendant      /  /Other 

Ho.  of  Spaces:         total  in 

use  when  surveyed 

3eak  Hour: 

Sates: 

3N-STREET  PARKING 

31ock-Face:      /    J    N         f~l  S         f~7  E 

£7  a_  O  b_  Z7  c_  Z7  d_  Z7  s_  Z 

7f_Z7g_  Z7  h  Z7i 

Remarks: 

3.F.R.A.  6/15/64 
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